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Author Returns after 64 Years 
  
The Last of the Lucky Childhoods 
Iain Winton back to his Knightswood’s roots. 
 

 
Iain outside the Centre promoting his new book. 

Iain has lived in Sutherland Shire, a suburb south 
of Sydney, with his wife of over forty years; he has 
two married daughters and five grandchildren. 
Sutherland Shire has great weather with surf 
beaches, sparkling waterways and four 
spectacular national parks.  

 

Iain was one of the original ‘ten-pound poms’ and 
was ‘like a fish out of water’ when he arrived in 
Australia so he ‘joined the Surf Club’ as it was a 
real good way to learn to become an Australian 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Hot Soup Cinema Club 

Family Films 
 

Monday 10 July,  
The Bad Guys 
 
Monday 17 July, 
Raya and the Last 
Dragon 
 
Monday 24 July,  
Minions: The Rise of 
Gru 
 
Everything No Cost 
Drinks and Sandwiches 
12noon to 12.45pm 
 
Film Screening Time 
1.00pm 
Email Louise to book a place:  

louise@ignitetheatreglasgow.org 
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Although he has been ‘down under’ for sixty-four years, he has never forgotten his roots 
and his early life in the 1940s/ 50s in Glasgow. Iain has written a book about life growing 
up in the area titled ‘The Last of the Lucky Childhoods’. Iain started life at Scotstoun 
Primary before heading to nearby Bankhead when the family moved to Knightswood. 
 
He remembers the old Knightswood 
Community Centre on Dykebar Road 
(now offices for Wheatley Homes) 
where his dad was one of the first 
wardens. Last month Iain returned and 
was shown round the old building 
bringing back a plethora of memories 
of the Knightswood Pipe Band, the 
orchestra, cubs, scouts and youth 
exchange trips to Holland and Finland. 
Iain’s recollections of the fifties will 
resonate with everyone in Glasgow, he 
has a wonderful turn of phrase and 
brings his ‘lucky’ childhood to life. Iain 
recalls: 
 
‘The streets were still for kids and we 
knew how to make our own fun, though 
some of the mischiefs we got up to 
may not be classed as fun nowadays. 
If we were poor, we didn’t realise it; if 
we were ill-treated, we thought of it as 
normal. Kids didn’t complain in those 
days (or they got a ‘slap across the 
lug’). Kids knew their place, we just got 
on with life and enjoyed it to the fullest.’ 
 
You can get a copy of Iain’s wonderful book The Last of the Lucky Childhoods on 
Amazon or from Knightswood Library. 
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Knightswood Community Centre 
has now purchased a new online 
booking system for our lets called 
Hallmaster. The Hallmaster online 
booking system will provide a 
reliable and easy to use online 
reservation system for existing and 
new customers. 

This means groups will be able to see availability and make a booking request at any 
time of the day, plus will automatically have an account where they will be able to see 
their bookings. Existing Centre groups have already been set in the system. Once a 
password has been set up, groups will see all the dates and times of your confirmed 
bookings from 1st July 2023 to 30th June 2024.  

The Centre will be rolling out the Hallmaster booking system in stages and will be in 
contact with groups soon with more information. The next stage is to have a link from 
our website and go live to the public with Hallmaster on the 1st of August 2023. 

 

Knightswood Community Centre Café 
          Summer Opening Hours 
          June, July and August 2023 

 
Monday: 9am to 4pm 
Tuesday: 10am to 6pm 
Wednesday and Thursday 10am to 3pm 
Friday 10am to 2.30pm 
Saturday from 9am to 2pm 

 

To book a table, special event, takeaways contact Susan 
on: 07710 674568 or Email: k.ccafe@yahoo.com 
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